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Mobile or “cell” phones continue to become more popular, especially in Belgium where they are often an economical alternative to in-house telephone service.  As more and more people start to use mobile phones, it has become very important for everyone to learn to use them responsibly.  

Perhaps the most important key to using mobile phones responsibly is to not let them distract you when you need to focus your attention on other things.  The most obvious example is using mobile phones while driving.  Often drivers will pay more attention to the phone call than to the road and other drivers.  This has led to many injuries and much physical damage from automobile accidents.  

To make sure that drivers are not distracted by using their mobile phones, the Belgian government has passed a new law about the use of mobile phones in cars.  The law says that the driver of an automobile may use a handheld mobile phone only when the car is stopped or parked legally.  This means that a driver cannot talk on a handheld mobile phone when he/she is driving and that the driver cannot simply find a convenient place to stop the car to use the phone.  For the driver to use a handheld mobile phone in a car, he/she must stop or park in a legal place.  Drivers are allowed to use a hands-free mobile phone or system at any time in their cars, though.  

If a driver is caught violating the law, he/she will be given a fine.  If the driver pays the fine on the spot, the fine will be €25.  If you pay a fine on the spot, be sure to ask for a receipt.  If the driver chooses to pay the fine at a later time, the fine will increase to €52.50.  These fines are the same whether the driver is caught using a handheld mobile phone while driving or caught using a handheld mobile phone while stopped or parked illegally.

To make sure you obey the law and to make sure you drive as safely as possible with your attention completely on the road and the other drivers, follow this plan.  Whenever you want or need to use a handheld mobile phone in your car—stop, park your car legally, turn off the engine, and then use your mobile or “cell” phone.
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