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SUBJECT:  Prohibited Wearing of Army Uniform          

1.   Purpose.  To identify times and circumstances where wearing the Army uniform is prohibited.

2.   Rules.

    a.  Wear of the uniform by active duty personnel.  Personnel on active duty pursuant to orders issued under Title 10 of the United States Code are prohibited from wearing the Army uniform under the following circumstances:

        (1)   In connection with the furtherance of any political or commercial interest or when engaged in off-duty civilian employment;

        (2)   When participating in public speeches, interviews, picket lines, marches, rallies, or public demonstrations, except as authorized by competent authority;

        (3)   When attending any meeting or event which is a function of, or is sponsored by, an extremist organization (for example, a subversive organization which advocates commission of acts of violence, seeks to deny others their rights under the Constitution, or advocates violent overthrow of the Government);

        (4)   When wearing the uniform would bring discredit upon the Army;

        (5)   When otherwise prohibited by Army regulation or lawful order.  

    b.   Wear of the uniform by non-military personnel.

        (1)   Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. §771, and enforced by criminal sanctions under 18 U.S.C. § 702, no person, unless otherwise authorized by law, may wear the uniform or a distinctive part of the uniform of the U.S. Army; or any device which is similar to a distinctive part of the uniform of the U.S. Army.

            (a)   This extends to soldiers in civilian clothes.  Distinctive parts of the uniform may only be worn with civilian clothes when specifically authorized by AR 670-1, Wear and Appearance of Army Uniforms and Insignia (1 July 2002).

            (b)   The power to define an authorized uniform has been delegated through the President to the Secretary of the Army. 

        (2)   Unauthorized personnel may not possess or wear distinctive uniform items.  Those items include:

            (a)   All Army headgear when worn with insignia;

            (b)   Badges and tabs displaying identification, combat, marksmanship, and special skill;

            (c)   Uniform buttons of the U.S. Army or Corps of Engineers;

            (d)   Decorations, service medals, service and training ribbons, and other awards and their appurtenances;

            (e)   Insignia of any design or color the Army has adopted.

        (3)   Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 772(f), actors in a legitimate theatrical production may wear military uniforms.

        (4)   Requests for use of DoD uniforms and insignia in commercial advertising and promotions will be referred to Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

    c.   Wear of the uniform by former military personnel.

        (1)   Former members of the Army who have been honorably discharged may wear their uniforms at funerals, memorials, weddings, inaugurals, military parades, and on national or state holidays.

        (2)   Medal of Honor recipients may wear their uniform at their pleasure so long as they do not violate the provisions of subparagraph a, above.

        (3)   Former members of the Army may wear full-size or miniature medals on appropriate civilian clothing on patriotic, social, or ceremonial occasions.

    d.   Reserve and National Guard Personnel.  Reserve personnel may wear the Army uniform when:

        (1)   On active duty, or when on inactive duty for training;

        (2)   When attending a military school as an instructor or a student, to include ROTC training (with the permission of the Professor of Military Science);

        (3)   When attending social functions of a military character;

        (4)   When serving as a USAR technician in civil service status;

        (5)   When performing state service as a member of the ARNG and authorized by the appropriate state Adjutant General.

    e.   State Defense Forces, organized cadet corps, private military academies, and military societies may wear uniforms which are similar to an Army uniform, provided that the uniform includes distinctive insignia that differ significantly from those prescribed for Army personnel. 

3.   If you have any questions, contact an Ethics Counselor at Northern Law Center, DSN 423-4910/civilian (32) 65 44 49 10.







