


Over a quarter of all recorded crimes are car thefts or thefts from cars – like stereos and mobile phones. It’s a problem that affects us all no matter where we live.  It diverts much police time and can have serious and sometimes fatal consequences.

If your car is stolen or broken into, it could mean weeks of expensive inconvenience.  It may be difficult to protect your car from a determined, professional thief, but most car crime is opportunist and can be put off with vigilance and relatively cheap security precautions.  Don’t be wise after the crime – take steps now. 

Don’t have your license number or personal information anywhere on your key ring.  If you lose them, you just told a thief what car or house to look for.





Strangers: 

Be alert to people loitering around your car, if it is no one you recognize, call the police. 

Auto Alarms: 


Installed and posted audible alarms make car thieves think twice.


Garages:


Never leave a garage unlocked.  A thief cannot steal your car if he/she cannot get to it.

 

Spare Keys: 


Never leave a spare key in a hiding place like under the bumper or fender - a thief will look there first. 








Most auto thefts happen when you become complacent.

Do not use your pet as a deterrent by leaving your pet in your car for long periods of time or during inclimate weather.  This could be considered animal abuse. 

Remember:  If a thief can see it, he can steal it!!
For more information check out the internet at


 www.crime-prevention.org or www.80thasg.army.mil  


