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SUBJECT:  US Civilian Component Personnel and Military Members Legal Obligation to Obtain a Residency/Identification Card, and Register and De-register with the local Commune.

1. Purpose:  To inform US civilian component personnel and military family members of the requirements to obtain Belgium residency/identification card, and register and de-register with their local commune.

1. Facts:

a.  Although no resident permit is required for U.S. military personnel, Article 16 of the   SHAPE-Belgium Agreement provides :[M]embers of the civilian component…and dependents of SHAPE members shall be subject to Belgian regulations concerning entry and residence.”  Consequently, when US civilian component personnel and military family members move to Belgium, they mist obtain a Belgium residency/identification card and register with the city (commune) where they live in accordance with Belgian Law (Royal Decree, dated 16 July, related to the Registering of the Population and Registering of Foreigners, Chapter II, Article 7, paragraph 1).  One of the easiest ways to do t his is through  the SHAPE Gendarmerie or SHAPE Registration Office located in building 210, room 108, SHAPE.

b. If US civilian component personnel and military family members move from one commune to another, or change their address within the same commune, they    must register with the new commune and provide the current address.  This mist be done within eight days of the change of address or commune, or the US civilian component personnel or military family member may be subject to a fine in accordance with Belgian Law (Royal Decree, dated 16 July 1992, related to Registering of the Population and Registering of Foreigners, Chapter II, Article 7, paragraph 4).  Sometimes, the gaining commune will notify the losing commune that the individual has moved, but individuals should  not rely on the gaining commune to do this.  Ensure the SHAPE Gendarmarie or Registration Office located in building 210, room 108, SHAPE, notifies the old commune of the change.

c. If US civilian component personnel and military family members fail to register with the new commune and de-register from the former commune, the old commune may not know the civilian left.  This means the communal service fees, like garbage removal and sewer usage fees, will continue to be assessed against the US civilian.  These service fees must be paid because the fees or taxes for services provided by a Belgian local commune, municipality or  city are not exempted from payment in accordance with NATO SOFA

d. If fees are not paid, the commune may execute  writ to authorize a “Huissier de Justice” (Bailiff) to find the individual and seize their property to pay for unpaid fees.  (Mons commune, article 136of the Law on the New Commune Law, section A.1.3.) In addition, the amount owed will include enforcement costs and collect fees.  These additional costs often equal or exceed $200.00.  Therefore, after every move, US civilian component personnel and military family members should visit the SHAPE Gendarmerie or Registration Office for assistance in registering with the new commune and de-registering from the losing commune.

2. For more information or assistance with this matter, contact the Legal Assistance Office, Northern Law Center, at 423-4868

